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“Fascinating, informative, engaging, The Accidental Network...provides a unique perspective and an ‘I was
there’ authenticity to the technology that remodeled the world we now live in. Exceptionally well written,
organized and presented.”

—Midwest Book Review

“The rise of home-based broadband was a transformative moment in personal communication, creativity,
knowledge creation and human relations. At the center of that story is Rouzbeh Yassini-Fard: energetic
immigrant, hustling entrepreneur, and inventor of the cable modem. His success was hardly foreordained.
His narrative is full of grit, drama, and big personalities. This engrossing book brings to life a prototypical
American tale that shows how an inspired, smart citizen can help change the world.”

—Lee Rainie, Director of the Imagining the Digital Future Center, Elon University and former
director of The Pew Research Center's Internet & American Life Project
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What if one of the most important inventions of the modern Internet age wasn’t
born in Silicon Valley, but in a small mill town in Massachusetts?

That’s the little-known story that Rouzbeh Yassini-Fard—known as “the father of
the cable modem,” recounts in THE ACCIDENTAL NETWORK: How a Small
Company Sparked a Global Broadband Transformation (West Virginia
University Press; Sep. 1).
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In this propulsive memoir-meets-tech-history, Yassini-Fard tells the story of how his startup, LANcity, defied
odds, revolutionized an entire industry, and helped give birth to the always-on broadband we now take for
granted. The book combines a classic entrepreneurial journey with insights into the global infrastructure
powering today’s digital world.

In THE ACCIDENTAL NETWORK, readers will discover:

e How Yassini-Fard’s team created the world’s first residential cable modem—years before the
mainstream even grasped what broadband meant.

e Why venture capitalists walked away, and how the company bootstrapped its way to a $59 million
exit.

e The ripple effect of broadband on remote work, telehealth, education, and economic opportunity.

e The decision by Yassini-Fard and his team to contribute a groundbreaking technology solution
royalty-free for the greater good.

With a foreword by John Chambers (former CEO of Cisco), this is a must-read for anyone interested in the
origins of our connected world—from people in tech and business to innovation thinkers and entrepreneurs.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Rouzbeh Yassini-Fard is a technology entrepreneur and philanthropist. His
Massachusetts-based organization, YAS Foundation, supports innovation and
creativity addressing medical technology, telecommunications advocacy,
educational scholarship, and cultural collaboration. He is widely recognized
as the “father of the cable modem,” earned through his pioneering work in
high-speed data technology at LANCcity, a company Yassini founded in 1988.

Stewart Schley is a journalist who writes about the business of media and
telecommunications. He is the founding editor of Cable World magazine.
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Advance Praise for The Accidental Network

“Fascinating, informative, engaging, The Accidental Network...provides a unique perspective
and an ‘I was there’ authenticity to the technology that remodeled the world we now live in.
Exceptionally well written, organized and presented.”

—Midwest Book Review

“The rise of home-based broadband was a transformative moment in personal
communication, creativity, knowledge creation and human relations. At the center of that
story is Rouzbeh Yassini-Fard: energetic immigrant, hustling entrepreneur, and inventor of
the cable modem. His success was hardly foreordained. His narrative is full of grit, drama,
and big personalities. This engrossing book brings to life a prototypical American tale that
shows how an inspired, smart citizen can help change the world.”

—Lee Rainie, Director of the Imagining the Digital Future Center, Elon University and
former director of The Pew Research Center's Internet & American Life Project

“The cable modem did more than speed up the Internet—it accelerated the future. This book
tells how it all began.”
—Mark Robichaux, author of Cable Cowboy: John Malone and the Rise of the Modern
Cable Business

“Broadband 1s the most beloved technology in the world. The invention of the cable modem
opened the door to always-on, fast Internet access that put to rest the crude experience of
dial-up. In doing so it unleashed a torrent of innovation and gave rise to the Information Age.
Yassini-Fard, famed inventor of the cable modem, expertly tells one of the great American
success stories.”

—Michael K. Powell, president and CEO, NCTA - The Internet & Television
Association (2011-2025); chairman, United States Federal Communications Commission
(2001-2005)

“Rouzbeh Yassini-Fard led the vision for the cable industry that the cable plant could provide
Internet to your home. The pioneering work that Rouzbeh and his team did at LANcity was
the embodiment of that vision and ultimately led to the creation of DOCSIS. We, the
DOCSIS generation, stand on the shoulders of giants, and Rouzbeh and his team were those
giants. This book is a fascinating read of life in a startup and compares to great books
like The Soul of a New Machine. Rouzbeh’s book shows what you can do with a vision even
when all the odds seem against you.”

—John Chapman, former Broadband CTO and Fellow at Cisco
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“A fascinating story of the vision and innovation that transformed a network for distributing
analog video into a modern broadband access network that now touches almost all aspects of
our lives.”

—Dr. Surinder Kumar, founder and chairman, Vecima Networks

“From a venture investor's perspective, broadband did much more than increase internet
speeds—it created the essential foundation for streaming services and social media platforms
to exist. Rouzbeh Yassini’s visionary insight in creating the first residential cable modem
helped investors see for themselves that broadband enabled entirely new business models and
consumer behaviors, ultimately unlocking trillions in market value from companies that
simply couldn't have existed before.”

—David Aronoff, chairman and managing partner, MCJ

“A good telling of the story of the invention of the cable modem.”
—Peter Jones, distinguished engineer emerita at Cisco and an active member of
Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers

“In this compelling first-hand account of the development and commercialization of the cable
modem, Rouzbeh Yassini-Fard shares personal stories as well as deep technical and industry
insights. While the Internet's history has been told before in the context of the traditional
telecommunication industry, The Accidental Network offers a fresh perspective through the
lens of television networks and cable operators. This book is a valuable addition for network
technologists —many of whom are unfamiliar with cable television — as well as the technically
interested reader who is intrigued by how our digital infrastructure became as pervasive as it
1s.”
—Alex Bochannek, Curator, Computer History Museum
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