

Colorado State University Global and SCTE Launch Broadband Training Program to Bridge the Digital Divide

The new partnership delivers an online certificate program, workforce training, and special tuition rates to expand broadband in Colorado and beyond.
 
Denver, Colo. (Sept 10, 2025) – Colorado State University Global (CSU Global) and SCTE®, a subsidiary of CableLabs, today announced a groundbreaking partnership to train the next generation of broadband professionals and expand high-speed internet access across Colorado and beyond.
 
[bookmark: _Hlk208312355]At the heart of the collaboration is CSU Global’s new Broadband Operations Management Certificate, the first fully online and asynchronous program of its kind in the state with a hands-on work-based experience course. The program is designed to provide flexible, affordable training for SCTE’s members worldwide at special tuition rates, directly addressing a critical industry challenge: replacing an aging workforce with skilled professionals prepared to expand broadband infrastructure, particularly in underserved rural communities.
 
Program Highlights
 
1. First-of-its kind online and asynchronous program in the state combining work-based learning for real-world, hands-on experience.
1. Comprehensive training in broadband infrastructure, focusing on fiber optics, directional drilling, utility safety, and leadership skills.
1. Special tuition rates for SCTE members, along with academic credit for select SCTE certifications and courses, reducing both time and cost to complete a program.
1. Accessibility for learners who may not have access to face-to-face training opportunities.
 
"We are honored to partner with SCTE to address a critical need in our state and across the nation," said Dr. Becky Takeda-Tinker, CSU Global President. "This partnership not only provides educational training opportunities but also directly contributes to the economic vitality and connectivity of our communities. Partnering with leading organizations like SCTE allows us to stay at the forefront of industry needs, ensuring our programs are continuously aligned with the current technical skills and knowledge employers are seeking for learner workplace and professional success." 
 
“Our partnership with CSU Global creates a clear pathway for SCTE members to advance their careers,” said Maria Popo, President and CEO of SCTE. “By turning SCTE certifications into college credit and lowering tuition costs, members gain more value from their SCTE learning. Together, we are strengthening the workforce pipeline by expanding opportunities that attract, develop and retain skilled broadband professionals.”
 
The expansion of broadband infrastructure is essential to closing the digital divide. For rural communities, improved connectivity powers local small businesses’ growth, facilitates remote work, and strengthens overall economic resilience. By combining CSU Global’s expertise in online education with SCTE's leadership as the only American National Standards Institute (ANSI)-accredited body for the broadband industry, this partnership will equip a new wave of skilled professionals ready to meet the nation’s broadband needs.
 
###
 
About Colorado State University Global 
Colorado State University Global (CSU Global) offers career-relevant bachelor’s and master’s degree programs for working adults and post-traditional learners. As the first 100% online, institutionally accredited public university in the United States, CSU Global is focused on student success as its number one priority. Embracing the land grant heritage as part of the Colorado State University System, CSU Global sets the standard for quality and innovation in higher education through its expert faculty who are recognized as industry leaders and trained in working with adults in an online learning environment. CSU Global offers accelerated eight-week courses that start every four weeks. Visit CSUGlobal.edu to learn more.
 
About Society of Cable Telecommunications Engineers
SCTE is the leading organization for broadband telecommunications and technology, serving members worldwide. As the industry’s trusted source for technical standards, workforce training, and community engagement, SCTE helps professionals and organizations prepare for the future of connectivity. Through certifications, hands-on learning, and global collaboration, SCTE powers the growth and innovation of the broadband industry.
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