

AT&T, DigitalBridge, and Verizon to Take the Stage at Connect (X) Digital Infrastructure Event
Conference & Expo will explore AI’s impact on digital infrastructure ecosystem and investments, connecting people and spaces, and navigating policy and regulatory landscape

ARLINGTON, Va., March 11, 2026 – Today, the Wireless Infrastructure Association (WIA) announced its distinguished keynote speakers for Connect (X) 2026 — the only business technology event in North America  uniting the digital infrastructure industry — taking place May 4-6, in Fort Lauderdale, Fl. The keynote speakers include: 
1. Rob Walters, SVP Network Planning, Construction & Engineering, AT&T 
1. Srini Kalapala, SVP & Chief Network Officer, Wireless, Verizon 
1. Liam Stewart, COO, DigitalBridge 
 
“This year’s Connect (X) keynotes will deliver the kind of candid, forward-looking insight our industry needs at a moment when connectivity is evolving faster than ever and digital infrastructure is hurtling ahead to provide the backbone necessary to realize the full capabilities of AI,” said Patrick Halley, President and CEO, Wireless Infrastructure Association. “These are some of the highly distinguished leaders driving the decisions behind the technologies transforming how networks get built and how innovations are launched powered by next generation digital infrastructure. Their perspectives will give attendees a clearer view of where the wireless ecosystem is headed — and what it will take to power the future of connectivity.” 

Climbing Higher: Tower Titans to Tackle the Future of Infrastructure 
 
Panelists for the annual View from the Tower session will feature some of the wireless industry’s top tower executives, offering a look at the most significant opportunities and challenges facing digital infrastructure. Participating leaders include Ron Bizick, President & CEO, Vertical Bridge; Brendan T. Cavanagh, President & CEO, SBA Communications; Ed Farscht, CEO, Diamond Communications; Cathy Piche, Executive Vice President & Chief Operating Officer, Towers, Crown Castle; and Richard Rossi, Executive Vice President and President, U.S. Tower Division, American Tower.  
 
Connect (X) 2026 includes five conference tracks — each one set to deliver emerging industry and policy insights and shape the future of connectivity. The tracks include: 
1. AI & Emerging Tech: AI-Driven Innovations from the Data Center to the Edge 
1. Evolving Infrastructure: Connectivity Business Models and Best Practices 
1. Capital and Finance: Digital Infrastructure Investments and M&A Trends and Forecasts 
1. Connected Spaces Series: Where the Future of Connected Buildings Comes to Life 
1. Regulatory Roadmap: Navigating Policy and Siting Issues Affecting our Industry
 
Additional keynotes will be announced. The event will take place at the Broward County Convention Center. Register today. 

###  

About Connect (X) by WIA 
Connect (X) powered by the Wireless Infrastructure Association (WIA) is the only business technology event in North America that unites the industry stakeholders who deliver infrastructure solutions for ubiquitous connectivity. Connect (X) delivers market intelligence, networking and deal-making for the entire communications infrastructure ecosystem.  
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