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Airspace Modernisation – An Introduction

https://youtu.be/HJ18PN6lTjY

Video Source - Airspace Communications Organisational Group
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Airspace Modernisation – Strategic Goals

Source - CAA
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Airspace Modernisation – Benefits

Airspace users.Communities.
Passengers and Businesses 

reliant on Air Transport
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Airspace Modernisation – How is the Government Directing this? 

Source - CAA
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CAP 1616 – What is it?

• Version 5 Released January 2024.

Source: CAA
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CAP 1616 – Principles

Consistency

Accountability

Transparency

Proportionality

Safety
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CAP 1616 – Levels of Airspace Change
Level Type Criterion

Level 1 • A change to the notified airspace design that has the potential for a high 
impact on aviation and/or non-aviation stakeholders.

• Expect changes that have the potential to alter flight behaviours below 
7,000 feet (above mean sea level) over land to fall within this level.

Level 2 • A change to the notified airspace design that has the potential for a 
medium impact on aviation and/or non-aviation stakeholders. 

• We would expect changes that have the potential to:
1) Alter flight behaviours above 7,000 feet (above mean sea level) or;
2) Alter flight behaviours below 7,000 feet (above mean sea level) over 

sea and;
3) Not alter flight behaviours below 7,000 feet (above mean sea level) 

over land to fall within this level. 

Level 3 A change to the notified airspace design that has the potential for a low 
impact on both aviation and non-aviation stakeholders.
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CAP 1616 – Airspace Change Portal 
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CAP 1616 – 7 Stage Process 

Source - CAA



Page 12London Luton Airport

CAP 1616 – Stage 1 (Define)

Source - CAA
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CAP 1616 – Stage 2 (Develop and Assess)

Source - CAA
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CAP 1616 – Stage 3 (Consult / Engage)

Source - CAA
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CAP 1616 – Stage 4 (Update and Submit)

Source - CAA
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CAP 1616 – Stage 5 (Decide)

Source - CAA
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CAP 1616 – Stage 6 (Implement)

Source - CAA
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CAP 1616 – Stage 7 (Post Implementation Review)

Source - CAA
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Our Next Airspace Change – FASI (S) 
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Thank you and now for Questions
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Where are we in this Programme?

Source - CAA
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Who Is Responsible for What?
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Benefits of FASI (S)

Increased reliance of satellite 
technology for more accurate 

flight paths and increasing 
safety

Reduced amount of holdsAvoidance of Delays

Provision of respite to 
communities

Continuous climb

Reduction in emissions



Page 24London Luton Airport

FASI (S) – Stage 1B Design Principles 

Post-Engagement Principles
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FASI (S) Stage 1B – Design Principles (Who Did We Engage With?)

Governmental Organisations
North Herts DC Luton BC

Buckinghamshire CC Aylesbury Vale District Council

Central Bedfordshire Counci North Hertfordshire District Council

Hertfordshire CC Dacorum Borough Counci

Stevenage Borough Council St Albans City & District Council 

Buckinghamshire & MK Association of Local Councils Hertfordshire Association of Town & Parish Councils

Bedfordshire Association of Town & Parish Councils London Luton Airport Town & Villages Communities Committee 
(LLATVCC) 

Luton & District Association for the Control of Aircraft Noise (LADACAN PAIN

St Albans Quieter Skies Breachwood Green Society

National Air Traffic Services LLA Branch TGWU 

EasyJet BBGA Operators

Freight Airline Representative Chamber of Commerce

Hertfordshire Association of Town & Parish Councils St Albans & District Council

LADCACAN St Albans Quieter Skies

Other General Aviation Stakeholders and Governmental Aviation Organisations
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FASI (S) Stage 2A – Impact of COVID-19

Pause



Page 27London Luton Airport

FASI (S) Stage 2 – Masterplan Release

Released Mar 2022 Version 2.22

Source - ACOG



Page 28London Luton Airport

FASI (S) Stage 2A - What Did We Design and What How Did We Assess?

Westerly Runway Operations Easterly Runway Operations

8 Departure Groups 6 Departure Groups

4 Arrival Groups 4 Arrival Groups

Assessment against the design principles set out in set out in Stage 1B  

Feedback received from stakeholders was largely positive – We Asked, 
You Said, We Did. 
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FASI (S) Stage 2B - How Did We Assess?
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What Did We Progress to Stage 3?
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Stage 2B Options Appraisal Results – Westerly Departures SID Gp 2 
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Stage 2B Options Appraisal Results – Westerly Departures SID Gp 4
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Stage 2B Options Appraisal Results – Westerly Departures SID Gp 5
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Stage 2B Options Appraisal Results – Westerly Departures SID Gp 6
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Stage 2B Options Appraisal Results – Easterly Departures SID Gp 3
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Stage 2B Options Appraisal Results – Easterly Departures SID Gp 4
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Stage 2B Options Appraisal Results – Easterly Departures SID Gp 5
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Stage 2B Options Appraisal Results – Easterly Departures SID Gp 6
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Stage 2B Options Appraisal Results – Westerly Arrivals Option 2
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Stage 2B Options Appraisal Results – Westerly Arrivals Option 3
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Stage 2B Options Appraisal Results – Westerly Arrivals Option 4
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Stage 2B Options Appraisal Results – Easterly Arrivals Option 3
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Stage 2B Options Appraisal Results – Easterly Arrivals Option 4
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Where We Are Now – Stage 3

• We wait for our neighboring airports to catch up, in order to consider 

overlapping route designs.

• We continue to engage with ACOG.

• The next stage is to develop full public consultation works on the 

options taken forward from Stage 2, depending our neighboring airports 

routes. 
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SAIP AD6 Progression

• AD6 still in Stage 7.

• Post implementation review feedback portal closed 11 Sep 2024.

• LLAO Ltd and NATS (as co-sponsors) await the CAA decision. 
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Thank you and now for questions
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Question Time
• Thank you and now for Questions



london-luton.co.uk

London Luton Airport

https://www.facebook.com/flydsa
https://twitter.com/DSA_Airport
https://www.linkedin.com/authwall?trk=gf&trkInfo=AQHDk3Nwovvk4QAAAXMPxQ0YuR_OjnwOL1b4y9lpQ3oDKUQTj6oYiwY00skV6g8XZ9T_joaFx0ETGgBdz2S8LRnqE8Tu0jV9pfno0DTNBdbGam88qp6cDII6bF7wq9kdAScuLN8=&originalReferer=https://flydsa.co.uk/&sessionRedirect=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Fcompany%2Frobin-hood-airport-doncaster-sheffield%3Ftrk%3Dtyah%26trkInfo%3Dtas%253Arobin%2520hood%2520airport%252Cidx%253A1-1-1
https://www.instagram.com/dsa_airport/
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