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Mitsubishi Electric calls on UK manufacturers to double down on energy 
management amid surging prices 

 
Hatfield, UK – April 2026 

 
With energy prices rising due to ongoing disruption to global supply chains, Mitsubishi 

Electric is urging UK manufacturers to take immediate steps to manage their energy usage. 

 

 
As a result of recent market volatility, higher energy costs for the UK’s manufacturing industry are 

expected over1￼.  

 

Research undertaken by the company in the aftermath of the 2021-2023 global energy crisis 

revealed that many UK manufacturers were left exposed to future price shocks. Of 250 senior 

decision makers in UK manufacturing surveyed, only 24% had fully implemented on-site energy 

management systems, whilst 45% indicated their systems failed to track energy consumption in 

great detail. 

 

 
1 https://www.theguardian.com/business/2026/feb/22/high-energy-prices-threaten-uks-status-as-
manufacturing-power-business-groups-say?utm_source=copilot.com  

https://www.theguardian.com/business/2026/feb/22/high-energy-prices-threaten-uks-status-as-manufacturing-power-business-groups-say?utm_source=copilot.com
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2026/feb/22/high-energy-prices-threaten-uks-status-as-manufacturing-power-business-groups-say?utm_source=copilot.com


 

WPR2026-08 – FINAL – Energy management reactive 
 

 

 

 

In response to the situation, David Bean, Business Development Group Manager at Mitsubishi 

Electric Automation Systems Division, has issued his advice to manufacturers on the steps they 

should be taking now to minimise the impact on their operations.  

 

“To reduce the effect of higher energy costs, manufacturers must identify and manage the factors 

that are within their control, scrutinising how, when and why energy is being used,” he said. “For 

example, businesses can secure quick wins by turning off energy-intensive equipment when not 

in direct use, as in many cases, leaving equipment in idle between cycles can consume more 

energy than powering up and down. Adding an energy management platform at asset level can 

take away the guesswork and give you a definitive answer.  

 

“Other options include swapping any direct online motors with variable speed drives. Whilst this is 

not new advice, I am still surprised at how many I see used throughout plants. These insights are 

just a few examples of what could be unearthed using a third-party energy consultant. After all, 

you cannot measure what you don’t know.”  

 

He continues: “Looking ahead to more medium and long-term opportunities, firms integrating 

distributed energy resources, such as microgrids and battery energy storage systems can help 

improve resilience in the event of future energy market shocks. 

 

“In short, the more proactive an approach that UK manufacturers can take now towards their 

energy management, the better their posture will be in response to rising energy prices. At 

Mitsubishi Electric, we have both the expertise and solutions to help ensure the industry is properly 

prepared for further market volatility, and that their operations keeps running as efficiently and cost 

effectively as possible.” 

 

For more information on Mitsubishi Electric’s range of energy management factory solutions, visit 

https://gb.mitsubishielectric.com/en/    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://gb.mitsubishielectric.com/en/
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ENDS 

 

About Mitsubishi Electric Corporation 

With more than 100 years of experience in providing reliable, high-quality products, Mitsubishi 

Electric Corporation (TOKYO: 6503) is a recognized world leader in the manufacture, marketing 

and sales of electrical and electronic equipment used in information processing and 

communications, space development and satellite communications, consumer electronics, 

industrial technology, energy, transportation and building equipment. Mitsubishi Electric enriches 

society with technology in the spirit of its “Changes for the Better.” The company recorded a 

revenue of 5,521.7 billion yen (U.S.$ 36.8 billion*) in the fiscal year ended March 31, 2025.  

For more information, please visit www.MitsubishiElectric.com 

 
*U.S. dollar amounts are translated from yen at the rate of ¥150=U.S.$1, the approximate rate on 

the Tokyo Foreign Exchange Market on March 31, 2025.  

http://www.mitsubishielectric.com/
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About Mitsubishi Electric Factory Automation Business Group 

Offering a vast range of automation and processing technologies, including controllers, drive 

products, power distribution and control products, electrical discharge machines, electron beam 

machines, laser processing machines, computerized numerical controllers, and industrial robots, 

Mitsubishi Electric helps bring higher productivity – and quality – to the factory floor. In addition, 

its extensive service networks around the globe provide direct communication and 

comprehensive support to customers. The global slogan “Automating the World” shows the 

company’s approach to leverage automation for the betterment of society, through the application 

of advanced technology, sharing know how and supporting customers as a trusted partner. 

 
For more about the story behind “Automating the World” please visit: 

www.MitsubishiElectric.com/fa/about-us/automating-the-world 

 

Factory Automation EMEA 

Mitsubishi Electric Europe B.V., Factory Automation EMEA has its European headquarters in 

Ratingen near Dusseldorf, Germany. It is a part of Mitsubishi Electric Europe B.V. that has been 

represented in Germany since 1978, a wholly owned subsidiary of Mitsubishi Electric 

Corporation, Japan. The role of Factory Automation EMEA is to manage sales, service and 

support across its network of local branches and distributors throughout the EMEA region.  

 
For more information, please visit emea.mitsubishielectric.com/fa 

 
About e-F@ctory 

e-F@ctory is Mitsubishi Electric’s integrated concept to build reliable and flexible manufacturing 

systems that enable users to achieve many of their high speed, information driven manufacturing 

aspirations. Through its partner solution activity, the e-F@ctory Alliance, and its work with open 

network associations such as the CC-Link Partners Association (CLPA), users can build 

comprehensive solutions based on a wide ranging “best in class” principle. In summary, e-

F@ctory and the e-F@ctory Alliance enable customers to achieve integrated manufacturing but 

still retain the ability to choose the most optimal suppliers and solutions. 

*e-F@ctory, iQ Platform are trademarks of Mitsubishi Electric Corporation in Japan and other 

countries. 

https://www.mitsubishielectric.com/fa/about-us/automating-the-world/index.html
https://emea.mitsubishielectric.com/fa
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 *Other names and brands may be claimed as the property of others. 

 *All other trademarks are acknowledged 

 

 

 

Follow us on: 

 

  

 

youtube.com/user/MitsubishiFAEU  

 

twitter.com/MitsubishiFAEU  

 

https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/mitsubishi-electric-

europe-factory-automation-emea/  

 

https://www.instagram.com/mitsubishi_electric_fa_emea/  

 

 

 

Press contact: 

Mitsubishi Electric Europe B.V. 

Automation Systems Division 

Melanie Bright 

Media Relations 

Tel:        +44 (0)1707 276100  

Mob:     +44 (0)7738 483859 

Melanie.bright@meuk.mee.com 

 

Story/Editor: 

WPR Agency 

Andy Williams 

Associate Director 
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