Mitsubishi Electric and Eplan strengthen their digital
partnership
Ratingen, Germany 20th April 2021
Mitsubishi Electric Corporation and long-term e-F@ctory solution
partner Eplan are strengthening their digital solution's collaboration
further as Mitsubishi Electric joins Eplan's new partner network; an
initiative to further facilitate the structured implementation of digital
manufacturing.
The Eplan Partner Network (EPN) is a framework for participants to jointly
develop and market interfaces between Eplan's advanced planning software
and, amongst others, field level devices and parts such as PLCs and their
related simulators. The EPN partnership is based on common, binding goals,
for enhancing and supporting such interfaces. This commitment both
increases customer benefits and enhances quality.
The integrated automation solution provided by Mitsubishi Electric and Eplan
connects Electric P8 to Mitsubishi Electric’s MELSOFT iQ Works, an
integrated engineering software for programming and managing factory
automation devices. Based on the open data format AutomationML, data such
as symbolic addresses, I/O lists and process variables can be exchanged bidirectionally between both software tools. This optimizes the implementation
of engineering and automation processes and paves the way towards
Industry 4.0. The dataset created in Eplan forms the basis for the PLC
hardware (rack) assembly and software programming in MELSOFT iQ Works.
Users can exchange, later edit, and synchronize project data in any direction
at all stages of the project. The data is shared throughout the whole product
development process as a single source of truth to ensure its consistenc y. In
addition, the Eplan Data Portal provides additional and necessary component
data. Taken together, the integration accelerates component configuration and
design planning significantly.
“We are pleased to have Mitsubishi Electric join our network,” says Marco Litto,
Senior Vice President Strategy & Corporate Program. “With the EPN, we’re
maximizing the overall benefits of our own solutions and those of our partners
in the ecosystem of industrial automation for shared customers. Together
we’re creating a win-win situation for both customers and partners.”
“Our participation in the EPN will tighten even more the existing relationship
between Mitsubishi Electric and Eplan,” said Hajime Sugiyama, Industrial IoT
Evangelist and Lead Global e-F@ctory Alliance coordinator of Mitsubishi

Electric. “We are looking forward to further collaboration with Eplan to bring
customers more benefit in their digital manufacturing initiatives.”

To date, the two companies have also promoted integrated solutions in such
areas as FA-IT software platforms Edgecross and industrial networking like
CC-Link and its derivatives (CC-Link-IE etc).
Eplan and Mitsubishi Electric have a long history of working together, which
was initially kicked off through the e-F@ctory Alliance where the companies
now work together in Japan, Europe and many other regions around the world.
The new EPN will consequently strengthen ties between the companies and
within the alliance, enabling customers to find the most optimal solutions for
their integrated manufacturing needs.
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About Mitsubishi Electric Corporation
With 100 years of experience in providing reliable, high-quality products,
Mitsubishi Electric Corporation (TOKYO: 6503) is a recognized world leader
in the manufacture, marketing and sales of electrical and electronic
equipment used in information processing and communications, space
development and satellite communications, consumer electronics, industrial
technology, energy, transportation and building equipment. Mitsubishi Electric
enriches society with technology in the spirit of its “Changes for the Better.”
The company recorded a revenue of 4,462.5 billion yen (U.S.$ 40.9 billion*)
in the fiscal year ended March 31, 2020.
For more information please visit http://www.MitsubishiElectric.com.
*U.S. dollar amounts are translated from yen at the rate of \109=U.S.$1, the
approximate rate on the Tokyo Foreign Exchange Market on March 31, 2020
About Factory Automation EMEA
Mitsubishi Electric Europe B.V., Factory Automation EMEA has its European
headquarters in Ratingen near Dusseldorf, Germany. It is a part of Mitsubishi
Electric Europe B.V. that has been represented in Germany since 1978, a
wholly owned subsidiary of Mitsubishi Electric Corporation, Japan.
The role of Factory Automation EMEA is to manage sales, service and
support across its network of local branches and distributors throughout the
EMEA region.

About e-F@ctory
e-F@ctory is Mitsubishi Electric’s integrated concept to build reliable and
flexible manufacturing systems that enable users to achieve many of their high
speed, information driven manufacturing aspirations. Through its partner
solution activity, the e-F@ctory Alliance, and its work with open network
associations such as The CC-Link Partners Association (CLPA), users can
build comprehensive solutions based on a wide ranging “best in class”
principle.
In summary, e-F@ctory and the e-F@ctory Alliance enable customers to
achieve integrated manufacturing but still retain the ability to choose the most
optimal suppliers and solutions.
*e-F@ctory, iQ Platform are trademarks of Mitsubishi Electric Corporation in
Japan and other countries.
*Other names and brands may be claimed as the property of others.
*All other trademarks are acknowledged
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