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October 23, 2018 

  

President Donald J. Trump 

The White House 

1600 Pennsylvania Ave, NW 

Washington, DC  

   

Dear President Trump, 

Over the past year, we have joined community leaders across the country in calling on the U.S. 

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to lift summertime restrictions on the sale of E15, a 15 

percent ethanol fuel blend. We write to thank you for announcing that a fix is now underway, and 

we offer our full support in this administration’s efforts to reinvigorate economic growth in 

America’s heartland by expanding markets for grain-based biofuels, like ethanol. 

E15 is an increasingly popular fuel option in 30 states, where consumers can save money and 

support local farmers by utilizing more homegrown energy. Yet, every summer, the EPA forces 

many retailers to take this option away from consumers, increasing costs to motorists. As you have 

said, the rules against offering higher ethanol blends are “unnecessary and ridiculous.”  

Allowing year-round sales of higher ethanol blends like E15 will help to hold down fuel prices, 

strengthen U.S. energy security, and restore growth in hard-pressed rural communities. But time is 

running out. As you know, America’s farmers have experienced a 47 percent decline in income over 

the past five years, and rising trade barriers threaten to accelerate the agricultural crisis. We saw 

the same pattern in the 1980s, and we know that a wave of farm foreclosures would mean tough 

times ahead for families and businesses across the Midwest. 

That is why the EPA must work quickly to harness the vast renewable energy on America’s 

farmland and expand competition at the fuel pump to benefit drivers and farmers alike. 

Nationwide, year-round sales of E15 could support rural manufacturing jobs at more than 200 

biofuel plants across the heartland and generate demand for an additional two billion bushels of 

corn – a major boost for farm families. 

Thank you for your commitment to rural prosperity and American biofuels. We look forward to 

working with you to get this important fix over the finish line as quickly as possible. 

  

Sincerely, 
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Russ Allen - Co-Owner, AgriVision Equipment Group (Nebraska) 

Reed Allen - Co-Owner, AgriVision Equipment Group (Nebraska) 

Cindi Allen - Board Member, Nebraska Dry Bean Commission (Nebraska) 

Bill Anderson - Executive Director, Cherokee Area Economic Development (Iowa) 

David Anderson - State Representative (South Dakota) 

Steven Ausdemore - President, Citizens State Bank (Nebraska) 

Scott & Victoria Bader - Co-Owners, Spencer Commercial Cleaning Service (Missouri) 

Julie Bartling - State Representative (South Dakota) 

Larry Beyer - Farmer (Iowa) 

Rick Billinger - State Senator (Kansas) 

Bruce Bostelman - State Senator (Nebraska) 

Elaine Bowers - State Senator (Kansas) 

Bob Bowman - Farmer (Iowa) 

Lydia Brasch - State Senator (Nebraska) 

Troy Bredenkamp - Executive Director, Renewable Fuels Nebraska (Nebraska) 

Tom Briese - State Senator (Nebraska) 

Kelly Brunkhorst - CEO, Nebraska Corn Growers Association (Nebraska) 

Cody & Lori Christensen - Co-Owners, Christensen Well & Irrigation, Inc. (Nebraska) 

Jimmy & Sheri Christensen - Co-Owners, Christensen Well & Irrigation, Inc. (Nebraska) 

Casey & Haley Christensen - Co-Owners, Christensen Well & Irrigation, Inc. (Nebraska) 

Carly Christensen - Co-Owner, Christensen Well & Irrigation, Inc. (Nebraska) 

William & Connie Christensen - Co-Owners, Christensen Well & Irrigation, Inc. (Nebraska) 

William Claybaugh - Farmer (Nebraska) 

Scott Corrie – Member, Pottawattamie County GOP (Iowa) 

Reno Cova III - Trial Attorney, Newton Barth LLP (Missouri) 

John Dinkel - Co-Owner, Dinkel's (Nebraska) 

Larry Dinkel - Co-Owner, Dinkel's (Nebraska) 

Robert Eickelberger - Vice President, KATZEN International, Inc. (Kansas) 

George & Janet Engelbach - Farmers (Missouri) 

Ryan Flickner - Senior Director, Kansas Farm Bureau (Kansas) 

Mike Flood - Former State Representative (Nebraska) 

Jason Frerichs - State Senator (South Dakota) 

Curt Friesen - State Senator (Nebraska) 

Ray Gaesser - Former Chair, American Soybean Association (Iowa) 

Deb Gangwish - Farmer (Nebraska) 

Paul Gourley - Owner, Pioneer Property Management (South Dakota) 

Tim Gragert - Candidate for State Senator (Nebraska) 

Shane Greckel - Farmer (Nebraska) 

Mike Groene - State Senator (Nebraska) 
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Karon Gubbrud - Chair, South Dakota Federation of Republican Women (South Dakota) 

Lavon Heidemann - Farmer and Former Lieutenant Governor (Nebraska) 

Lee Hein - State Representative (Iowa) 

Mike Henn - Owner, Henn House Dairy (Nebraska) 

Mike Hilgers - State Senator (Nebraska) 

Bob Hilkemann - State Senator (Nebraska) 

Kendall Hodgson - Agriculture Advisory Committee Member, Kansas Farm Bureau (Kansas) 

Jon Holzfaster - Farmer (Nebraska) 

Heather Hora - Farmer (Iowa) 

Dan Hughes - State Senator (Nebraska) 

Jon Jacobsen - State Representative (Iowa) 

Mike Jacobson – President & CEO, NebraskaLand National Bank (Nebraska) 

Megan Jones - State Representative (Iowa) 

Eric Kamler - Councilman, Geneva City (Nebraska) 

Kansas Ethanol LLC (Kansas) 

Paul Kenney - Regent, University of Nebraska (Nebraska) 

Glen Keppy - Farmer (Iowa) 

Dan Kerschen - State Senator (Kansas) 

Karol King - President, King Agri-Sales (Iowa) 

Mark Kolterman - State Senator (Nebraska) 

Greg Krissek - CEO, Kansas Corn Growers Association (Kansas) 

Joe Kreutzer - Plant Manager, Prairie Horizon (Kansas) 

Scott Langdon - Banker, Mainstreet Credit Union (Kansas) 

Andy Limbaugh - CEO, TDG Solutions (Missouri) 

Lou Ann Linehan - State Senator (Nebraska) 

Warren Love - State Representative (Missouri) 

Travis Lowe - Vice President, Braden, Heidner, Lowe and Associates (Kansas) 

Tim Luby - Senior Manager, Luby Equipment Services (Missouri) 

Lisa Lunz - Farmer (Nebraska) 

Jay Van Luven - CEO, Tiscornia Enterprises (Missouri) 

Edgardo Mayuga - Owner, AMM Communications (Missouri) 

Jesse McCurry - Executive Director, Kansas Grain Sorghum Commission (Kansas) 

Aimee Melton - Councilwoman, Omaha City (Nebraska) 

Curt Mether - President, Iowa Corn Growers Association (Iowa) 

Stephanie Meyer - Councilwoman, Shawnee City (Kansas) 

Pam Miller - Chair, Siouxland Ethanol (Iowa) 

John Murante - State Senator (Nebraska)  

Dave Murman - Candidate for State Senator (Nebraska) 

Mike Naig - Secretary, Iowa Department of Agriculture (Iowa) 
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Melvin Neufeld - Former Speaker, Kansas State House (Kansas) 

Kelly Nieuwenhuis - Director, Iowa Corn Promotion Board (Iowa) 

Herman Otten - State Representative (South Dakota) 

Ross Paustian - State Representative (Iowa) 

Jim & Nancy Pellett - Farmers (Iowa) 

Deb Peters - State Senator (South Dakota) 

Kent Peterson - State Representative (South Dakota) 

Brent Pohlman - President, Midwest Labs (Nebraska) 

Bill Pracht - President, East Kansas Agri-Energy (Kansas) 

Lee Qualm - State Representative (South Dakota) 

Tim Recker - Farmer (Iowa) 

Larry Rhoden - State Representative (South Dakota) 

Dave Roetman - Finance Director, South Dakota Republican Party (South Dakota) 

Rob Schafer - Regent, University of Nebraska (Nebraska) 

Jim Scheer - State Senator (Nebraska) 

Jason Schultz - State Senator (Iowa) 

Justin Schultz - Member, Pottawattamie County Board of Supervisors (Iowa) 

Ron Seeber - President and CEO, Renew Kansas (Kansas) 

Stephanie Sharp - Former State Representative (Kansas) 

Austen Stewart - Chief Project Manager, SBI General & Mechanical (Nebraska) 

John Stinner - State Senator (Nebraska) 

Tanya Storer - Commissioner, Cherry County (Nebraska) 

Annette Sweeney - State Senator (Iowa) 

Theresa Thibodeau - State Senator (Nebraska) 

Alan Tiemann - Farmer and Former Chairman of the U.S. Grains Council (Nebraska) 

Bob Totten - Former Executive Vice President, Kansas Contractors Association (Kansas) 

Dan Watermeier - State Senator (Nebraska) 

Tim Weinstock - Enterprise Rent-A-Car (Missouri) 

Sara Hart Weir - President, National Down Syndrome Society (Kansas) 

Lucy Weir - Real Estate Agent, The Hellings Group (Kansas) 

Nathan White - Farmer (Missouri) 

John Widdowson - Chair, Nebraska Brand Committee (Nebraska) 

Matt Williams - State Senator (Nebraska) 

Jaclyn Wilson - Member, Nebraska Cattlemen's Beef Association (Nebraska) 

Todd Wiltgen - Commissioner, Lancaster County (Nebraska) 

Craig Workman - President, Workman Communications Group (Missouri) 

Kenny Zoeller - Executive Director, Nebraska Republican Party (Nebraska) 

cc: Acting EPA Administrator Andrew Wheeler, U.S. Department of Agriculture Secretary Sonny 

Perdue 


