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2.	 If a beavertail backstrap is already installed, 
remove it (Picture 48/49).

3.	 If you will be installing a beavertail backstrap, 
attach it to the frame by hooking the bottom of 
the beavertail backstrap to the bottom rear of 
the frame, then pivoting the top of the beavertail 
backstrap forward and onto the frame (Picture 
50).

4.	 If you are installing a beavertail backstrap press 
it to the frame, until it clicks onto the small nose 
of the modular backstrap frame. (Picture 51) To 
ensure the proper fit of the beavertail backstrap 
press it to the frame until the holes of the 
beavertail backstrap align with the holes of the 
frame. (Picture 52)

5.	 If you did not install a beavertail backstrap, 
install the short trigger housing pin by pushing 
it into the corresponding hole in the rear of the 
frame with the flat side of the disassambly tool  
until it is completely centered in the frame. If you 
installed a beavertail backstrap, hold it in place 
against the frame while installing the long trigger 
housing pin by pushing it into the corresponding 
hole in the rear of the frame with the flat side 
of the disassembly tool until it is completely 
centered in the frame (Picture 52).

6.	 Inspect the pistol to confirm that you have 
installed the correct trigger housing pin by 
ensuring that it is flush with the frame. If you 
installed the long trigger housing pin without 
a beavertail backstrap, it will protrude outside 
of the frame and could cause discomfort while 
shooting. If you installed the short trigger 
housing pin with a beavertail backstrap, it will 
not fully extend to the sides of the frame and 
may allow the beavertail backstrap to come 
loose.

Press 
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GLOCK INSTRUCTIONS FOR USE

GLOCK 44 V reversible magazine catch
Reversing the magazine catch

GLOCK 44 V pistols also feature an extended magazine 
catch (19) that is reversible for right or left hand use. The 
magazine catch on a GLOCK 44 V  can be reversed by 
proceeding as follows. (Note: The pistol must be field 
stripped pursuant to the instructions in Chapter 8 before 
the magazine catch can be reversed).

1.	 Hold the frame (17) so that you can see into the 
magazine well. 

2.	 While pressing against both sides of the magazine 
catch to prevent it from moving, use a small flat 
head screwdriver to push the magazine catch 
spring (18) up and towards the "U" shaped cut 
in the magazine catch (Picture 53) to release the 
spring tension on the magazine catch. Use pliers 
to pull the magazine catch spring upwards and 
out of the receiver (Picture 54).

3.	 Remove the magazine catch by pulling it out of 
the frame from the outside (Picture 55).

4.	 Reverse the magazine catch and reinsert it in the 
other side of the frame from the outside (Picture 
56).

5.	 Insert the magazine catch spring with the pliers 
in the provided hole and push this down. Make 
sure to seat it completely. Using a small flat 
head screwdriver, push the end of the magazine 
catch spring back into the "U" shaped cut in the 
magazine catch.

6.	 Insert an empty magazine into the frame and 
press the magazine release to confirm that it 
operates correctly. Repeat several times. 

7.	 Reassemble your GLOCK pistol according to the 
instructions in Chapter 10.

Press Press 

Magazine 
catch spring
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XIII. Cable Lock and Storage 

Each GLOCK pistol purchased in the U.S. and 
Canada includes a cable lock (Picture 57) as required 
under U.S. law. The cable lock must be installed 
on an unloaded pistol with the slide locked in the 
open (rearward position). The cable must be placed 
through the ejection port and out of the magazine 
well. Insert the end of the cable into the lock and 
make sure it is locked into place. 

 WARNING Even if the cable lock is used, never leave your GLOCK pistol where it 
could be accessed by a child or other unauthorized person. Store the key to the cable 
lock separately from your GLOCK pistol.

 WARNING Always store and transport your GLOCK pistol unloaded, secured with 
the cable lock provided, and/or locked in a suitable container, out of the reach and sight 
of children or other unauthorized persons.

Your GLOCK pistol should always be stored clear of and separate from any ammunition 
and secured either with the included cable lock or other locked gun case, storage box 
or safe.  All keys should be kept separate from locking mechanisms. 

In addition to the Federal Safe Storage Saves Law Act, many states have enacted 
safe storage laws designed to prevent children or other unauthorized individuals 
from accessing firearms. Violations of these laws can result in criminal liability for 
gunowners. States without specific firearms storage laws can still result in civil liability 
for the gunowner if inadequate storage allows unauthorized access resulting in death 
of serious physical injury. 

Please refer to the Youth Handgun and Safety Act and State Required Safety Warnings 
section of this owner’s manual for additional and state specific information. 

Note: While the laws reported in this manual are current as of the date of publication, all 
Federal and State Gun laws are subject to change at any time.  It is every gun owner’s 
sole responsibility to stay informed of and adhere to all federal and local gun laws.
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Youth Handgun Safety Act Notice

1	 The misuse of handguns is a leading contributor to juvenile violence and  
fatalities.

2	 Safely storing and securing firearms away from children will help prevent the 
unlawful possession of handguns by juveniles, stop accidents, and save lives.

3	 Federal law prohibits, except in certain limited circumstances, anyone under 
18 years of age from knowingly possessing a handgun, or any person from 
selling, delivering, or otherwise transferring a handgun to a person under 18.

4	 A knowing violation of the prohibition against selling, delivering, or otherwise 
transferring a handgun to a person under the age of 18 is, under certain 
circumstances, punishable by up to 10 years in prison.

FEDERAL LAW

The Gun Control Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. Chapter 44, provides in pertinent part as 
follows:

18 U.S.C. §922(x)

1	 It shall be unlawful for any person to sell, deliver, or otherwise transfer to a 
person who the transferor knows or has reasonable cause to believe is a 
juvenile –
A	 a handgun; or
B	 ammunition that is suitable for use only in a handgun.

2	 It shall be unlawful for any person who is a juvenile to knowingly possess –
A	 a handgun; or
B	 ammunition that is suitable for use only in a handgun.

3	 This subsection does not apply to –
A	 a temporary transfer of a handgun or ammunition to a juvenile or to the 

possession or use of a handgun or ammunition by a juvenile if the handgun 
and ammunition are possessed and used by the juvenile –

i	 in the course of employment, in the course of ranching or farming 
related to activities at the residence of the juvenile (or non property 
used for ranching or farming at which the juvenile, with the permission 
of the property owner or lessee, is performing activities related to the 
operation of the farm or ranch), target practice, hunting, or a course 
of instruction in the safe and lawful use of a handgun;

ii	 with the prior written consent of the juvenile's parent or guardian who 
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is not prohibited by Federal, State, or local law from possessing a 
firearm, except –

I	 during transportation by the juvenile of an unloaded handgun in a 
locked container directly from the place of transfer to a place at which 
an activity described in clause (i) is to take place and transportation 
by the juvenile of that handgun, unloaded and in a locked container, 
directly from the place at which such an activity took place to the 
transferor; or

II	 with respect to ranching or farming activities as described in clause 
(i), a juvenile may possess and use a handgun or ammunition with 
the prior written approval of the juvenile's parent or legal guardian 
and at the direction of an adult who is not prohibited by Federal, 
State or local law from possessing a firearm;

ii	 the juvenile has the prior written consent in the juvenile's possession 
at all times when a handgun is in the possession of the juvenile; and

ii	 in accordance with State and local law;

B	 a juvenile who is a member of the Armed Forces of the United States or 
the National Guard who possesses or is armed with a handgun in the line 
of duty;

C	 a transfer by inheritance of title (but not possession) of a handgun or 
ammunition to a juvenile; or

D	 the possession of a handgun or ammunition by a juvenile taken in defense 
of the juvenile or other persons against an intruder into the residence of 
the juvenile or a residence in which the juvenile is an invited guest.

4	  A handgun or ammunition, the possession of which is transferred to a juvenile 
in circumstances in which the transferor is not in violation of this subsection 
shall not be subject to permanent confiscation by the Government if its 
possession by the juvenile subsequently becomes unlawful because of the 
conduct of the juvenile, but shall be returned to the lawful owner when such 
handgun or ammunition is no longer required by the Government for the 
purposes of investigation or prosecution.

5	 For purposes of this subsection, the term "juvenile" means a person who is 
less than 18 years of age.

6	
A	 In a prosecution of a violation of this subsection, the court shall require 
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the presence of a juvenile defendant's parent or legal guardian at all 
proceedings.

B	 The court may use the contempt power to enforce subparagraph (A).
C	 The court may excuse attendance of a parent or legal guardian of a 

juvenile defendant at a proceeding in a prosecution of a violation of this 
subsection for good cause shown.

18 U.S.C. § 924(a)(6)

i	 A juvenile who violates section 922(x) shall be fined under this 
title, imprisoned not more than 1 year, or both, except that a juvenile 
described in clause (ii) shall be

A	 sentenced to probation on appropriate conditions and shall not be 
incarcerated unless the juvenile fails to comply with a condition of 
probation.

ii	 A juvenile is described in this clause if –
I	 the offense of which the juvenile is charged is possession of a 

handgun or ammunition in violation of section 922(x)(2); and
II	 the juvenile has not been convicted in any court of an offense 

(including an offense under section 922(x) or a similar State law, but 
not including any other offense consisting of conduct that if engaged 
in by an adult would not constitute an offense) or adjudicated as a 
juvenile delinquent for conduct that if engaged in by an adult would 
constitute an offense.

B	 A person other than a juvenile who knowingly violates section 922(x) –
i	 shall be fined under this title, imprisoned not more than 1 year, or 

both; and
ii	 if the person sold, delivered, or otherwise transferred a handgun or 

ammunition to a juvenile knowing or having reasonable cause to know 
that the juvenile intended to carry or otherwise possess or discharge 
or otherwise use the handgun or ammunition in the commission of a 
crime of violence, shall be fined under this title, imprisoned not more 
than 10 years, or both.
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State required Safety Warnings

Certain states have law requiring that specific warnings be provided with handguns sold in those states. 
Because GLOCK pistols are sold in all states, the safety warnings required by all states are included in this 
manual.

California:

Connecticut:
"UNLAWFUL STORAGE OF A LOADED FIREARM MAY RESULT IN IMPRISONMENT OR FINE."

Florida:
"IT IS UNLAWFUL, AND PUNISHABLE BY IMPRISONMENT AND FINE, FOR ANY ADULT TO STORE OR 
LEAVE A FIREARM IN ANY PLACE WITHIN THE REACH OR EASY ACCESS OF A MINOR UNDER 18 
YEARS OF AGE OR TO KNOWINGLY SELL OR OTHERWISE TRANSFER OWNERSHIP OR POSSESSION 
OF A FIREARM TO A MINOR OR A PERSON OF UNSOUND MIND."

Maine:
"ENDANGERING THE WELFARE OF A CHILD IS A CRIME. IF YOU LEAVE A FIREARM AND AMMUNITION 
WITHIN EASY ACCESS OF A CHILD, YOU MAY BE SUBJECT TO FINE, IMPRISONMENT OR BOTH. 
KEEP FIREARMS AND AMMUNITION LOCKED UP. USE TRIGGER LOCKS."

Maryland:
WARNING: "CHILDREN CAN OPERATE FIREARMS WHICH MAY CAUSE DEATH OR SERIOUS INJURY. 
IT IS A CRIME TO STORE OR LEAVE A LOADED FIREARM IN ANY LOCATION WHERE AN INDIVIDUAL 
KNEW OR SHOULD HAVE KNOWN THAT AN UNSUPERVISED MINOR WOULD GAIN ACCESS TO THE 
FIREARM. STORE YOUR FIREARM RESPONSIBLY!"

Massachusetts:
"WARNING FROM THE MASSACHUSETTS ATTORNEY GENERAL: This handgun is not equipped with a 
device that fully blocks use by unauthorized users. More than 200,000 firearms like this one are stolen from 
their owners every year in the United States. In addition, there are more than a thousand suicides each year 
by younger children and teenagers who get access to firearms. Hundreds more die from accidental discharge. 
It is likely that many more children sustain serious wounds, or inflict such wounds accidentally on others. In 
order to limit the chance of such misuse, it is imperative that you keep this weapon locked in a secure place 
and take reasonable preventive steps necessary to limit the possibility of theft or accident. Failure to take 

 WARNING 
"Firearms must be handled responsibly and securely stored to prevent access by children and other unauthorized 
users. California has strict laws pertaining to firearms, and you may be fined or imprisoned if you fail to comply with 
them. Visit the Web site of the California Attorney General at https://oag.ca.gov/firearms for information on firearm 
laws applicable to you and how you can comply. Prevent child access by always keeping guns locked away and 
unloaded when not in use. If you keep a loaded firearm where a child obtains and improperly uses it, you may be 

fined or sent to prison."

 ADVERTENCIA 
"Las armas de fuego deben operarse con responsabilidad y mantenerse guardadas en un lugar seguro fuera del 
alcance de niños o usuarios no autorizados. California tiene leyes estrictas con respecto a armas de fuego, y Usted 
puede ser multado o enviado a prisión por su incumplimiento con estas regulaciones. Visite la página web del Fiscal 
General de California en https://oag.ca.gov/firearms para obtener información acerca de las regulaciones sobre 
armas de fuego aplicables a su situación y que debe hacer para cumplir con ellas. Prevenga que niños tengan 
acceso a armas de fuego manteniéndolas descargadas y guardadas bajo Ilave cuando no las esté utilizando. Si 
Usted mantiene un arma de fuego cargada donde un niño pueda tener acceso y la usa de manera inapropiada, 

Usted puede resultar multado o enviado a prisión."
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reasonable preventative steps may result in innocent lives being lost, and in some circumstances may result in 
your liability for these deaths."

"IT IS UNLAWFUL TO STORE OR KEEP A FIREARM, RIFLE, SHOTGUN OR MACHINE GUN IN ANY PLACE 
UNLESS THAT WEAPON IS EQUIPPED WITH A TAMPER-RESISTANT SAFETY DEVICE OR IS STORED OR 
KEPT IN A SECURELY LOCKED CONTAINER."

New Jersey:
"IT IS A CRIMINAL OFFENSE TO LEAVE A LOADED FIREARM WITHIN EASY ACCESS OF A MINOR."

New York City:
"THE USE OF A LOCKING DEVICE OR SAFETY LOCK IS ONLY ONE ASPECT OF RESPONSIBLE FIREARMS 
STORAGE. FOR INCREASED SAFETY, FIREARMS SHOULD BE STORED UNLOADED AND LOCKED IN A 
LOCATION THAT IS BOTH SEPARATE FROM THEIR AMMUNITION AND INACCESSIBLE TO CHILDREN 
AND OTHER UNAUTHORIZED PERSONS."

North Carolina:
"IT IS UNLAWFUL TO STORE OR LEAVE A FIREARM THAT CAN BE DISCHARGED IN A MANNER THAT A 
REASONABLE PERSON SHOULD KNOW IS ACCESSIBLE TO A MINOR."

Texas:
"IT IS UNLAWFUL TO STORE, TRANSPORT, OR ABANDON AN UNSECURED FIREARM IN A PLACE 
WHERE CHILDREN ARE LIKELY TO BE AND CAN OBTAIN ACCESS TO THE FIREARM."

Wisconsin:
"IF YOU LEAVE A LOADED FIREARM WITHIN THE REACH OR EASY ACCESS OF A CHILD YOU MAY 
BE FINED OR IMPRISONED OR BOTH IF THE CHILD IMPROPERLY DISCHARGES, POSSESSES, OR 
EXHIBITS THE FIREARM."

State and Federal laws are subject to change. Please check with your local federally licensed firearm dealer or 
state police for additional laws and regulations regarding the storage and use of firearms in your state.
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